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EDITORIAL. 




**************** 

Joys are riches. 



Ridicule is the test of truth. 

• • • • • 

The only nobility worth having is that of brains. 



Even the devil can join 

Qod to Thee. 



1 singing Nearer My 



Modern Christian society eta readily turn 
Bacchic revel loto i silent prayer. 

• • • • • 

No wonder Dowie (band it didn't pay to stick to 
/ion when its debts are ten times Us assets. He's 
to hoof it to Mexico. 

• • • • • 

According to i Chicago theosophial the financial 
success of John D, Rockefeller is due to the in- 
fluence of gnomes. The Blade knows very little 

about 1 dm, but if the Cbicsgoan is right, we 

have room for a few ia our office. 

• • • • • 

If heaven is filled, or to be filled, with the kind 
of Christiana one meets up with in these days, hell 
would be far more preferable for those who are to 

inhabit the nether world can only be guilty of sins 
that are altogether human. These we can under- 
stand. 



Sunday laws an 
bodies who arc s.i 
t-c see other people 1 
could bring joy they 

Sunday and actual! 

they could, to show 



the products of those busy little 
ixceedingly pious thai they hate 
enioj themselves. If e tiowrct 
juld prohibit its perfume on 
[top the law gravitation, if 
v thev are serving the Lord. 



Gods OOme and gods go, but Man remains. Since 
mini took the earth for bis habitat, there have beeu 
innumerable gods. Not one but many. Krishna and 
Kroims, Odin and Osiris, Jupiter and .lehovah, all 
have had their day and sway, but man has remained 
beyond them all. Man can now look down upon 
their ruined altars and deserted fanes, and, mindful 
that cults and creeds have swayed the minds of 
untold millions, the daj of their power is gone. 



Kr 



1 life, 



Kik at human aspiration 
Lioes seek to ex- 



lend the domain of man's knowledge without re- 
gard to the teachings pf creeds. Pi thought de- 
nial that man v»as put upon this planet by a super- 
ior power for the purpose of breeding harpers for 
heaven and hoodlums for hell. To argue that an 
Almighty, impersonal Qod came to earth and hid 
himself In bushels of Ore is a lie as obvious as it is 
injurious. 

to spite of the absorption of every natural pri- 
vilege |, v the trusts we have fondly imagined that 
the air we breathe eould DOt be controlled or man 
deprived of it unabridged use. Through the uses 
of \\ Irelese telegraphy it now transpires that doubts 
concerning the freedom of the air have arisen and 

the Institute of International Law, al client, has 

had the subject under serious consideration. Ac- 
cording to its decision, a state possesses rights in 



the air for its own preservation. If this be true, 
and becomes accepted, we may yet see a Hertzian 
wave deflected at the geographical limits of a given 
state, circle round the border and then resume its 
•inal direction. 



THE BLADE'S NEW ERA BEGINS NOW. 

With this issue of the Blade, as our readers will 
atMhie, fl Dumber of important changes have been 
made. This is in accord with the promise offered 



1 of Freethot 



jht 1 



ad Liberty 



Every laborer in tl 
volunteer in Liberty's great armj 
invariably been won by volunteers. The ahasUat 
of political and religious slavery have been forged 
by the hands of hirelings. It is for this reason that 
the paid preacher of Christ's gospel and the hire- 
ling politician are incapable of making for human 
progress. Neither can stand the light of logic, the 
lessons of experience, nor the giant crucible of com- 

• • • • e 

Max Muller assures us that religion is a growth J 
that is never finished and it would have been better 
for the race had it never taken root. That it is a 
growth is universally accepted by men and women 
of intelligence, but it grew from the barbarians' 
conception of the universe and it will wither and 
die in the dawn of n more enlightened day. The 
fact that religion still exists to desolate the earth 
is proof that we have not yet got beyond the pale 
of savagery, that we are not a truly civilized peo- 
ple. Civilization and religion do run side by side. 
Religion is an imitator that wants to claim all the 
credit. 

It is comforting to know that one of the imrae- 
liate reforms to be inaugurated by Provisional 
Governor Taft, of the Island of Cuba, is that of 
honest election laws. And so soon ! Years of neces- 
sity in America moved him not. If he is really cap- 
able of exerting such a beneficent power over the 
people of Cuba, why has he not exerted himself at 
home 'ere this? Can Taft succeed in such a laudable 
enterprise he is cordially invited to begin similar 
improvements in America, or better still, he might 
bring a copy of the newly constructed electb 
home with him. 



1 the promise offered 
and| *e trust that from this day, the new era estab- 
lish-d will hi; one of pence and prosperity. Our 
hope is that every reader may enjoy with us a full 
share of the benefits the future may have in store 
and that the Ulade may be able to fully and proper- 
ly accomplish the mission it has in view, the com- 
plete ernanciaption of the human mind whereby 
men and women may think freely and speak their 
tin Mghta w ithout reserve, restriction or limitation, 
save their own conscience. 
Sometimes the world is inclined to laugh at the 

man woman or institution with B mission. But is 
not very person ■ missionary, more or less, and is 
ause that is worth advocating, a mis- 
se? Then, Freethought, and Free-ex- 
these freethonghts, are worth the advo- 
y man, woman and child, and this being 

of Freethought, it is at once a mission- 
Courage, truth and independence are 
essentials, and above all. the means of 
these shall ever be the cardinal princi- 
Blade. Upon these rocks will it build 



eae. 

the 1 

ary cause, 
among 1 he 
iubsistenei 
pics of tie 

its church and not until the foundations become 
(Wasteful to men shall the structure perish. 

Among the important changes is the removal of 
the picture of our late editor C. C. Moore, from the 
top of the lirst column of the paper. This was done 



which he had no hand in shaping, he was tortured 
for a season, then killed. The Blade can see noth- 
ing in this to be even thankful for, much less to 
force a moral obligation. 

This idea is very forcibly expressed by Lord 
ByTOB when "he puts into the mouth of Cain the 
following language: 

"I bare toiled and tilled and sweaten in the sun, 

According to the curse. 

Must I do more? For what should I be grateful! 
For being tiust and grovelling in the dust 
Until 1 ret urn to dust/ No I If I am nothing 
Then for nothing shall 1 be a hypocrite 
Ami seem well pleased with pain." 

The w hole sum and substance of the Freethought 
philosophy as regards man's alleged relations and 
his alleged attitude toward Qod, is contained in 
(hat quotation. Just as Cain refused to recognize 
Hie right Of any deity to create him, to make him 
nothing, and then exact and demand a humble obei- 



■otiflux 



of their 



. proud I 



i laws 



Judging from the class of daily advertising in the 
merican papers, the age of reserve is past. It is 
either toot or give up the horn. The age is an argu- 
ment agajnst the elam in business and the rule 
prevail: 



with 
approve of tin 
During Mr. M001 
mount. His notii 
was given. Since 
have written com 



a tcvvnish it, 



t it be- 



The present editor never did 
use of a picture for such purposes. 

s prevailed ami a tacit consent 
uid even before his death, many 
tenting upon the use of his pic- 
ture. Several have ashed for its removal altogeth- 
er 'and others expressed a desire for a change to 
some 01 her cut of the Blade's founder and editor. 
These suggestions were actuated only from a sin- 
cere desire to see the Blade prosper and came from 
hearts as loyal to Mr. Moore and the cause he stood 
foi us any that ean be found in the country. Among 
them were the leading Freethinkers of the country. 
Some have even gone so far to suggest that the 
present editor remove the old picture and substitute 
one '.I' bis own for it. Far from our intention is 
suffh a course. Disapproving of any picture, then 
removal of the old one none shall take its 



ling in 
1 mem- 
ories of the heroic struL"_rles if the past, refuse to 
recognise any superior w hether i* i„. j,, the shape of 

god or man. In other words Freethinkers r fuse to 
confess themselves miserable siir.t-rs and bCOCpt 
with becoming (Trace any station t » which any god 
■lied them. On t, ifl contrary 

riviifg to Improve CM condi 
umanity, god-made or other- 
to improve upon the plan of 



might or could have 



<it all. 



'olio' 



the same 
icnts 



urgi 



osophy on earth, and yet it reaches so few pesple 
in its missionary form. Why is ilT Are we,fea.-ful 
of the push that is needed? Come, friends, don't 
be a clam. Be not afraid to speak out. Show your 
colors. 



rpl^ee. but the name of Charles Chilton Moore, the 



of the Blade, he who raftered for its right 
anil made possible its freedom of expression, shall 
ever grace its pases in grateful recognition of the 
valiant services he has given to the world. .More 
than this could not 1m- done, and it OUght not to be 
expected. With the date of this issue, it is just 
eight months since Editor Moore died and in taking 
The entire Christian world is confronted with a away his picture we have made, what in our judg- 
mnltitude of Ifs and Whys. It knows not but it ment .seems better, r provision for the perpetuation 
makes a mighty guess. The worst feature connect- ,,f ail memory ami his connection with this paper, 
ed with it is that while it gives you the right to Attention is also called to the fact that the new 
guess it damns you should you guess wrong. This subscription rate is now in effect ami that all sub- 
looks very much like a lottery with the dist ribut ion ■criptions' not paid up will be immediately taken 
of prizes agreed on before the drawing takes place, from the lis|s. We cannot afford to pay the print- 
Remove the preposition and there is nothing loft, era, and other expenses of publishing the Ulade ami 
What a rotten reed upon which to pin even shadow then send il to people who w ill not pay. some per- 
if a buna faith! The only real pleasure we can imps, never intending to do so. Such a course "ill 
derive in the great game of life comes from the more just towards those who do pay 11 aome 
playing in it. not from what we may catch at thejf„ii to receive the Blade liter this issue they will 
end. j know why it has been stopped and should any mis- 

• • • • • takes occur, we will be only ton pleased to correct 

We are assured that denatured alcohol will do them upon being iufnr. 1 of that fact. As a result 

much to stimulate trade. This, for ninny years, Ml Subscriptions must now be in advance, hence 
has been a recognized truth in Kentucky. From the paper will not be sent to those who have not 
her golden hills have been drawn that amber liquid subscribed. In this connection, however, we desire 
which tires the brain, rouses the blood and converts t" say, that there are many on the mailing list, who 



against any responsibility from man to Cod are 
found. Th great English poet paints Cain gazing 

upon his child as it lays peacefully sleeping upon 

its bed. and. with the fire of independence burning 
within i nn, withal touched with a father's undying 



Little dreams our young and blooming sleeper 
there, 

That the germs of an tternal misery to myriads 
Within him lie. Better t'were 

That I should snatch him from his sleep and dash 
Him 'gainst the rocks than let him live, 
To plunge millions of men in misery." 



e merciful than 
■otested against 
child, he added 



And the writer makes 
Cain's god. for when I 
( lain .loins what he had 
that it should receive, 



"No ruder greeting than a father's kiss." 

Just as Cain was made to see the arrant brutal- 
ity of the Christ in. 1 system of theology, so Free- 
thinkers insist (bat instead of any obligation pass- 
ing ErOBI man to god all the obligation and respon- 
sibility is the other way. Even as parents are re- 
sponsible to their children for their very existence 
so must god be responsible to man. As the child 
owes the parent nothing for his coming into the 
god nothing for his alleged crca- 
itiditions argue thai neither con- 



world, man 1 
tion. I 
ferred : 

meal tt 



ulai 



a bo 



vor. The argu- 
B the quotation 
t if his oil'spring 



men into both saints and sinners. Every day we 
_. given a wholesome example of the power of 
alcohol to stimulate trade, but the after effect is of 
a vastly different nature. Yet it is futile for tht 
professional prohibitionist to quote Bible in sup- 
port of his views for even the stone carving act on 
Sinai's flaming crest failed to produce a command- 
ment saying. "Thou shalt not drink." 



from absolute inability, tire unable to pay, while 
some are there as being a compliment from Mr. 
Moore. The strict rule w ill not be applied to these. 
The charitable subscriptions that have been in 
vogue will still be continued and our many well 
wishing friends will readily understand the justice 
of this act. Every subscriber will be able to tell 
from the date on the mailing tag. when his or her 
subscription expires and this should be sufficient 
warning to all when the day of "salvation" is at 
American Catholicism is now in greater favor hand, 
with the Soman pontiff than when Dr. McClynn ex- of course, our readers w ill understand that any 
pressed the hope that he might be abb' to see the (hangs made is. with us. but in the nature of an 
pope walk down Broadway with a plug hat and a experiment. Bight months experiet.ee in taking 
oat. Now things have chang- charge of a paper like the Blade is not sufficient to 
Farlev ha.s been to Rome. He insurr perfection. We shall strive each week, nay 
gnor Farley has been to Rome. He but each day. to make the Blade better and strong- 
g toe of Pius and the latter assured er and the very best Freethought paper in the 
diocese to Home was country, and it certainly is the cheapest. 



would be better to put his child to death and pre- 
vent an increase of torture, but god's supposed 
command was simply to "be ye fruitful and multi- 
ply," curse and suffering combined, This is among 
the most revolting pot liens of Christian theology 
and thinking people have long ago discarded the 



loctrine i 

Nor' cai 



ally 



epugm 



terey and 



ossibly be under any obligation 
to Christ. Assuming that he did die upon a cross 
for our sins, was it not a part of his own plan, 
which, he. himself, had designed.' Is not Christ 
Cod.' Is he not a COOqUSl part of the Christian 
trinity? 1'id he not have a hand in the creation of 
sinful 11 



i the 



1 be 



lias kissed the 
his caller that 

that of New York." Now watch the effect such a 
bunch of taffy will have upon the Peter's PsnCC ami 
the widow s mites. Hot air is calculated to work 
onders when blown the right way. 



Foreign reports say that the Frt 
organized a new kind of insu 
is doubtful if it can beonie p< 
» not an industrial emnp 



liar 



Bh cabmen have 
•ompany, but it 
in Ibis country, 
ut it levies as- 
If you belong 
you are assured that should you be caught red- 
handed with what a*Kentuekian calls a "load of 
peaches" on you. the cabby will see that you get 
home at a minimum eharsre. They do things dif- 
ferently in America. With an ordinary drunk eah- 



MAN OWES NOTHING TO GOD 

For years the people have been taught by the 
professional sky-pilots that they .-ire under a great 
moral and religious obligation to Cod, to Jesus 
Christ and their holy church, for their creation, pre- 
servation, etc.. and that the best and easiest manner 
of discharging that obligation is by keeping the 
skypilot. the self-assumed agent, liberally supplied 
with cash. The larger the contribution you extend, 
the nearer do yon approach the point of having 
discharged the obligations you are told have been 
trust upon you. 

Wight here let it be understood that Man ean 

not possibly owe anything to Cod. Man does not 



off was designed fro 
ply had to 1 e. Thei 
and what obligatior 
partnership deities? 

Suinne 
and is a 



If he did. was it not his own fault that 
I If man had not been creat- 

e have bees any n ssity for 

■ >t the assumed fact that a re- 
m eessity imply imperfection 
creator.' If the Christian sys- 
isreer on earth and his taking 
11 the very beginning and sim- 

where is man's responsibility 

does he owe to either of the 



I up the 

I thi 



up his victim, looks him over and finds out owe him for his creation, in that assuming timolol 
how much the traffic will bear and grabs him. He td be true, his creation was without his consent, 
takes care to leave barely enough for a "corpse re- trust into a ready made world by a superior force. 



is of human concoction 
ntice the pennies out of 
the pockets of the poor upon the hypothesis that 
they will get :t larger dividend in the hereafter up- 
on their investment. Poor fools. Those who can 
believe i' Then to think that Ibis obligation can be 
discharged by chipping Into the contribution box. 
What a I' 11'. Yet thousands cherish it and hug 
it and aeem to find a special delight in the delusion. 

HUMAN DUTY AND HUMAN CONSCIENCE 

We have previously asserted that only the useful 
are sneer -I ill. and this doctrine is just as true of 
principles mid causes that advocate them as it is of 
individual effort. Just as a man's sin ss cannot 



viver" in the morning. 



into conditions previously prepared for him 



(Continued ou Page 4, 



t column.) 



ECHUtS UF bUUK- 
EYE SECULAR UNION 



e earth simultaneous! y with til ii.-ul.ii 



DO TO BE SAVEL 



was a product of 



WHAT MUST WE -KiTS 

luriher away you can keep evolution, 
linn tM Letter." The Bible also sa.vs man was create.l 

hat can we do? laet. No preacher having the least 

attention to what the | knowledge of biology but 



stand betw 



body tnat Air. 
ol Marietta. Ohio, made any attack 
on the Doctor's ol Mediume at ilie Huck 



e day* ol t 



An Addresa to Christians and to Min- 
isters in Particular Infidels Should 
Read the mble. Wouldn't Make 
Good Church Members. 



U !uil can de done to check the rapid 
growth of Infidelity: According to the 
bad nili.riiialioii obtained on the sub- 
fast, .n i lie rate inlidelity has spread 
,,. I ft* thank declined in the last ten 
ra, ni tat jmt MM Ml ■ ( brftsJoa 
can M found on earth. What can be 
done to check it T 



schools, 



u building hou- 



m of in animal evolution up to man, but 
and WBM man is reached they make him 



power ot the inquisition, and -Ui. 

simply said uoihuig was ihe same now, Wctc it not lor Christianity, civilian- I 

as it was at that lime, aud, us there lion would drop buck into Barbarism; 

were doctors in Uic coiupauy , he illus- Ml inlidels claim that Bh iHftfaW was 

truted by showing how Hie medical at a high standard in Greece, llome, 

profesBiou hud changed, lor one tkbHJ Assyria and r.gypt many year.- before 

he guve an instance of (OfMK surgical the inundation ol t hrisliaii.ty, which 

operations, said that when it was MM predated the Dark Ages from MO to 



the] say the church is a non producer 
and therefore cannot build anything; it 
is a pauper, ■ begger, gathering up 
money from the toil of others to erect 
a multitude o fse mi -private buildings 
instead of public halls free to all. and 
I.. nig UMBpl from taxes h makes them 
the intidels) help support our institu- 
tions against their wishes and consent." 
tTo be continued). 



THE FORCERIES 

IN JOSEPHUS 



ring 



The Famous Interpolation Explained.— 

today the nations Euse " blus the Author Att 

Oarittin are the by 
till it cut lliiuugh Uie Ultfl. "'..si iguoiaui tad the must criminal, 
took someihiug heavy una What shall .we answer I 
lie oone with it; but, be said The appeals of our great Evangelist 
donl do that way now; be of today, 'Seek the Savior," has no 

I anv weight with inlidels, who seemed to oe written in answer to 
• The necessity of a Savior admits * !•*»•» "> ***** a Mr »- K, u '- V < 
detect in the Creator." What shall 



er case the lower animals flourished and 
died ages before Adam could have in- 
habited the earth. Therefore death has 
always been in the world even before 
Adam, and it was not the result of 
Adam's downfall. 

Anyhow Adam was not a transgres- 
sor, and since not being a transgressor 
he never sinned. Sines he never sinned 
denth was not pronounced because of his 
i raaagn mmm 

If Adam ate the apple, he did it know 
ingly, and if Kve ate of it she diil it un. 
knowingly. 14 verse, 2nd chap. 1 Timo- 



ife as Solomon did. 
1 wondered if we should take the jaw 
boat "f an ass and destroy our enemies 
for pure taaaadaata, u BwpMa did. I 
wondered if we should destroy our 
neighbor's wheat fields us Sampson and 
the foxes did. I wondered if it meant 
to forsake father, mother, wife and all 
for Jesus' sake as Christ said. 1 wonder- 
ed if it required all this to get right 
with Qai. If it does 1 don't see how a 
purely human 
to get right with God, for all those I 
■an named the Itible says were right 
with God. 

Does it mean that 
the feet of 

■ waataa ■ 

bf to ungnllant to-day. 

of MUM it s all in getting right with 
God. 



(By WILLIAM COOPER). 
In your edition of August 5th was 
i letter written by J. H. Wallingford, 




■ all human law, 



said everything was improi iug all uk.ug 
the line, lie said there was still pel 
secution, and, it was not lacking even in 
the medical proftMtM, and usked it 
his friend und leltow townsman, Or. 
Ogdcu, could uol bear hun out iu this 
assertion. Or. Ogdeu said he could. 

Mr. Coll, who still preaches is un in- 
valuable aid to Freethinkers. While he 
i- outspoken, he never olleuds. At a 
i'aiiie celebration 1MB, when u line 1-ree- 
tliiuker who was a stranger uud did not 
understand that the meeting was held 
lor the purpose ol making i'reeth inkers 
of people who were liberal enough to 
come, read u lecture which was all right 



e say unto 
I appeal t 



iaally, King Jai 



who wished for information about what 
Jo— phni tat Jewish historian wrote, or 



i-lal 



mpb. 



uiey say, "What! King James' transla- 
tion with its 2-WO errors in the old part 
and L7M different versions of the new, 
according to the revision committee, 
each claiming to be the right one. alto- 
bethcr containing 144 pi 



; like hammering on the rivets 
ol u large boiler in the parlor where a 
company had assembled lor com ci >a- 
lion. Mr, Ooftl listened with paajaal aajat- 
nimity to the very lengthy uud MXM 
lecture, and when it was over, asked 
permission to say few words. Instead 
at criticising 



W hat can be done 
When 1 tell them 
iiadi.tions (because 
sin to lie for the cl 
sin 10 lie for 



un .- 



eh people* 



-aid i 



lea,) 



oeful < 



dogy 



I li' .in 



the churebe's sakci tM] 
•age. as: "The earth abid 
» that arc therein shall 
(2 Peter iii, 10), Charity 
multitude of sins" (1 
He that covereth his sins 



about 

J. II. Wallingford quoted the well- 
known sentence, without any comment, 
tad many reading same, may have 
thought it rather telling in favor of 
i hi ist ia nit v. and to those who may 
irtaa to look the matter up, and study 
tM taata more closely, 1 would advise 
them to get the book entitled the "In- 
quirers Text Hook" published by G. P. 
liaaduat, Boston. Mass.. and they will 
there Bad on page 04 quite a lot of in- 
formation on same subject. 

Tkt words nlleged to be uaed by 
.losephus were according to the text- 
book in question, interpolated by'l'.u-c- 



It is 



lly opposite 
to all I 

below all human understanding, 
another ease of the innocent 
.for the guilty. Timothy says 
was not deceived," therefore he ate and 
knew what he was doing. Eve ate 
knew no better, yet the Bible makes her 
the sinner and Adam goes scot free. 

The preacher further said: There is 
a class of people with whom I have lit. 
tie patience, and they are those who 



THEOLOGY GIVEN 

A HARD JOLT 

If The Christian Mythology is to be De- 
stroyed We Must Assail The New 
Testament as The Old Will Die of 
Its Own Weight. 



ih. H then hull, bad i a 



their sound went iuio all the earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the world. 
Did Paul lie, OK was he a fool? 1st Cor- 
inthians 1st. eh. 7 8 waiting for the coin- 
ing of our Uad lesus Christ and be 
blameless when he came and 7 ch 27 to 
30. Paul said not to marry or get a di- 
vorce, lor the time was so short it mat- 
tered not, both they that have wives In- 
ns though they Md none. And ev T 
since Paul said those words, some wo- 
men and host of men have acted on and 
along those lines, und Phillipians 3rd. 
eh 20 21. Heaven from whence we rook 
for the Savior the Lord jaaaa I hrist w ho 
would change their vile bodies, etc. The 
idiots looking for a Davieite 1R42 years 

Phillipians I eh. .".-0-2X They and the 
world knew of Ire gospel « hereof Peui 
was a minister. Ist Thessaloninns 1st 

ah. Brarybody b« of Christ's 

coming, so they need not talk iinv .ii .i ■, 
hut Wat) for Christ who would deliver 
tliTon from the wrath to come. See 4th 
ch. 14 to 18. ( hrist would bring the dead 
with him, but they that remained alive 



(lly H. H. DOW). 
The teachings of that foolish, old book 
called the Bible, are a snare ami a drag 
net to the welfare of the world. If we 
are ever to destroy that heathen my- 
thology, in my opinion, the proper way 
- M Ml the umbilical cord that attaoMt 
the human brain to the Bible. Dot us 
strip that mangcrborii myth of its 
authenticity, pull down that calfshed 
that the calf of theism was born in, and 
denude the theological Christ fallacy. 
I.el us attack the N'ew Testament as the 
Old Testament is generally discarded by 
.. i pulpit thumpers, partly on account of 
to my dismay he quoted from Join, the ^ I I ^ I ^ ^ .„ 

same old story 'whosoever be ,e eth , on f)th chap . „ vewe and J ohn 

me shall have everlastmg l.fe who| r ^ ^ ^ ^ 



up 



the 



:alivant 



ith the 



igeth -r 



, 1 t 



t life is continued after death ends 
1 know that life is continued af 



•ad 2Hr.l vr. Here is more goosegabble 
about Christ's coming. 2nd Thessaloninns 
1st ch. 7 to iO. look-ng for Chii-' Co 
come tad take vengeance on the mighty 
etc. Titus 2nd eh. I.I -till looking tor his 

teooad coming uk- million. : .f fools of 



10. 



si ill 



MM 



. furt I,- 



, Peter, Paul 



tall i 



prosper" (Prov. 



■ thollgl 



showed how mauy ot the best minds in 
w hat we cull the Christiun ministry now 
hold views similar to those of Thomas 
l'uine, but are even more radical. He 
did- not merely mention the fact, but 
quoted their words. Without saying 

one word, he didn't mean, aud without oi turning" (James i, 17). il.net, 
tlattering anybody he saved the day for ! * •»{* W0U W * he _ m ' 

l the pi 



13), 



1 which 

i peopJa" (i-'.x. 



W ith wb< 



It should be borne in mind that Jose, 
phus was born about A. D. 37, trial is 
alx.m fottT years after the death of 
Christ, and he (Josephus) died about 
A. D. 93. Eusebius was born A. D. 204 
and Had 340. So considerable time 
elapsed between the death 
and the time of Eusebius, 



the Patrian 
jr my part 



to associate with 
or Paul the villifier of 
Solomon the polygamist, 



of Jo.ephus 1 only 8poaking for myself, thi 
i, and as all goody pri . acher mav possibly be 



-j there is no variablenes.-. neither 



thing aliout old things being done 
and all things being new, % which is only 
a subterfuge. 

1 claim this world should have come 
to an end before all those apostles and 
followers of Christ died, aeording to the 
Bible itself. Reader, bear in mind that 
if Christ's apostles and followers did not 
, i ami understand him. how in the name of 
s dear, rea8 „ n we of today determine any- 
glad of thing about j t . Tjet ,„ take a look at 
of keeping company with | the proo f M at t. 2 oh. 13 v s. Here John 
s saints. ihe Baptist says the kingdom of heav- 

le [en was at hnnd, this was 1880 years 
m in Matt. 4, ch. 17 vs. Christ 



looking, oh how t'oolim. lames A ch. 

drawing iiiah, i la itardlflg i the d .or. 
I wonder if i 'hrist is -'ill *< inding .bete. 
Silly is it not. 1st Peter 6-6-7. Gos- 
pel had lieen prvichi.l In the ilea, as the 
end of nil things was at hand. They 
MM larger fools thnn TatMa{M0TI ""It. 
who swam a river to l*ci a drink. 2nd 
Peter I eh. 0-15. Going to lie n very ho*, 
time, even melt heaven and enilh. I 
would like to know vvh v hi= elect were 



mil!; ' 



bile I 



gramme of the Puine < 
. bring more people 



ilebra 



^_ pe-.t •>«« atjM..'- '» --.V~il> '. .« r 

lcct brotherly kindness tor all gi' 




hearing. 1 am glad the Secretary of the 

B 8 U. gave him so much credit in his 1 val,l '. v '>ccause they had ahariott 
report iron " l lud « e8 j " 19) ' Eli j ah 

There was another liberal pita** at »l> by a whirlwind into heaven" 
the same meeting of the B. S. U., Mr. »• 11 )■ " i]e * h and blood 

McMaster a kind and honorable old not inhwit the kingdom of God 1 



wed "P 



answers calls" from old friends 
dings and funerals. He attended a Uni-I^ 4 
versalist association lately where he 
turned over his share of the collections 



i heaven" (John iii, 13). "For 1 
seen Qod face to face" (Gen. xxxvii 



jects, such as Faber. Dr. 1^'ro 
op Warburton, Le Clerc, Bloi 
dale, and I liblxm, the emine 
of Decline and Fall of Roma 
denounce the interpolation 



jbut formed a partnership with a thief 
i ithor ""0 P romi8ed ^ iln oon»P»ny in Para 



i God i 



to a young preacher, doubtless consid- 



"His anger en- 
IPs. J 



I he 



eeded i 



did. He sometimes giv 
of his old fights agios 



lieves in Kemsburg's "Bib 
is here be generally goes 
Methodist church and afterwards talks 
things over in a friendly way with 
the pastor. Coming through the hall 
from the theatre one night, I saw the 
M. E. pastor hurry along tin he caught 
up with Mr. McMaster, when he put 
his arm over the shoulders of our liberal 
friend, and they talked in that position 
till they disappeared in the crowd at the 
door. Are not the chances in favor of 
such a liberals having a good iniluencc 
on the Methodist, though he is the pas- 
tor of a large nd wealthy congrega- 
tion? 

Are those two liberal preachers who 
•OiwaM the meeting of the B. 8. U. 
are just as sincere as any of us. 

Mr. Coil's work falls in harmonious- 
ly with the excellent idea of Mr. Dut 
ton. He has superseded the old prayer 
meeting by a People's Club, which is not 
denominational nor partisan though re 



durelh but a moment' 

For ye have kindled a fire in mine ,vho me<1 8 
anger which shall burn forever" (Jer. w* T sn " a 
hell, but now «»* «)• " ll,ose that 9eek me " u,1 - v f!"'"'\ U \, 
achat nothing find mo" (Pror. viii, 17). "They C hrist. Usid 

; h „, shall k me early, but they -hall not " ' ' 

de ' When he *■> »"■" l '" ,v - '• 28). "The Prince of 
the First V**™' ■* "* came not to 

send peace, but a sword" (Mat. v. 34). 
"The Cod of love and peace" (II. Cor., 
xiii. 11). "The Lord ia a man of war" 
(Ex. xv, S). "Answer not a fool ac- 
cording to bis folly— Answer a fool] 
according to his tolly" (Ptov. xxvi, 4, 5) 
What should be done with such peo- 
ple? 

they ' 



Clement of Alexandria. 
Origer 



Jew. and be died a Jew. and as sucB 
would not be very likely to have made 
history in that way, viz, Dy wilting 
any thing that reflected so strongly an 
bis own nationality. 

There's an old proverb that runs "A 
drowning man will catch at a straw," 
and truly the Christians have all held 
I f ; ,,, bold of thiB straw, though use- 
less to them. 



It has been working three s 
a program for 1000-07 is now 



lay themse 



the labbato 

the year A 
swapped t hi 

OMftaatine'i 

worshipper! . and got his aid and influ. 
ence to boot, and have lways consider- 
ed it a good bargain, and not a verse 
can b« found in the Bible anywhere 
authorizing the keeping of Sunday." 
Now linos we know that to be true 



1 THOUGHTS 



bbath day and keep it 
' 'Christians don't keep 
s; that about 
e Christians 
Sabbath for 
Sunday, (he being a sun 



UPON A FUNERAL 
SERMON 



What Was Heard at This One . nd 
Those Recently Published in the 



uise. 

Of all the l-eautiful and 
butes thai lovers, poets. 



l, and < 



uill.v mother-, we all know too well to 
mention, bat not once in all hie life did 

Christ mention his mother. And why? 

Why should the Bible be authority 
for anything when it is contradictory in 

There are at leaBt fifteen contradic 
tions in the birth, life, death and resur- 
rection of Christ, and yet this preacher 
said: "Who dare dispute the Bible, the 
Bible is true." Does he know that the 
Mible was compiled over 300 years after 
Christ, and established at the point of 
the bayonet, by the Emperor Constan- 
tine, the foulest murderer of all times? 

He who murdered his own wife. son. 
brother-in-law, father in-law, and oth. 
ers to gratify his' own ambitions? This 
is the one man who made the Bible pos- 
sible, who would murder at its gross 
and grovelling immortality? 

"The Great McKinley," said he, "sang 
'Nearer my God to Thee,' just before 
dying, and Dwight Moody said, "It is P i,. 20 to 
glowing darker, darker, heaven is Ap- 
proaching. In the former case if GoJ 
rules the universe, why elect ro M ■ lie 
of McKinley, while 0ol made 



it ies of 

It has been 1875 yi 
are still looking for 
18, ch. 27, 2S, Christ 

there shallnot tsste dcu h until he come 
, Are th still standing 
there? Christ must hi . been a fool, 
or the writers were liar Matt. 21 ch. 
32 to 35. Here Christ old them, their 
own generatiou should lot pass, until 
all those thing he had Uld them should 
be fulfilled, rt hiis%ov been at least 
1S73 years since he said those thing-. 
Oh what a long generation. Again Matt. 
28 chap. 18 to 20. Here Christ came to 
His apo-tles after Hji ieatb. and told 
t lain that be would be >ith them even 
unto the end of this world Now I vvi-1, 
to ask the Bible expounders whethei 
Christ was talking to those people 1873 
vears ago or to you of today? Then 
sec Mark 1 eh. 11. to. ' liri-t told them, 
time was fulfilled nnd the kingdom of 
God was at hand Now 1 am 71 years old 
today, and I have not seen even a glim 
tner of it. No. not even the glimmer of 
the Holy Ghost. Again see 13th ch. of 
Mark. 28 to 31. Here Mark says. Christ 
said, that generation should not pnss, 
till all these things be done See Luke 
Oth. eh. 2fi 27. lb-re ( hi st is made to 
say, I tell you of a truth some standing 
there (not here todny. or 8,000 years 



rebuilt heaven and earth. Is there a 
ppi-on of sound mind on enrth, that can 
believe such rot. 1st John 17-18. Time 
was nlsiut up. world was to pass away, 
there was snti-Christs by the hosts, so 
they knew Chri-t was coming. Revela- 
tions 1 ok 3rd ch 3 to 11 10. ch. 5-0-22 
ch. 6-7-10-11-12-^. You see John of 
Potmis was the last of that run of idiots 
called apostles, and bo knowing Christ 
said he would come and get them before 
all died: Johnnie said lord C i.s cine M 
■ ' - '■>■ etc. Tf the Bible is true. God h« .f I 



METHODS t 
The Organization into a Political 




'M^^e^paW.- 

k Dy preventing the corrupt reign of nwnopotT 

mid i n lisunflEip through Direct UgUtatfon by 
iii 1 i.i native uud Referendum, 
i. By advocstlng equal rights and Justice to sit— 

gmag WOMB an equ»l voice In all govern- 
BMBtal affairs, arid hy all other practical and 

i-'.il i. Is, maintaining personal liberty, 

just economic: eonditfona, and all other eaaon- 

!,;, ^ ^'"^■««~«~ 



I they 



thai 



(By J. H. SCHWARTZ). 



In the la.t -r aa* 
been mistaken 'or h 



2. Tliei 



John 



hell .1 



■5 eh. 25. Here Christ said the hour had 
come, when the dead should .Ocar (his) 
the voice of the Son of Coti It may be 
that the dead have heard inn. but I have 
been on earth 71 years and I have not 
heard him ever croak. 
The foregoing is p 



mid be 



ist did 



ell the 



1 he 



patience, 



sing ' 



stead of the church vestry. Its promo- 
ter has ab»o brought an orchestra into 
his ehurch for music on Sunday after- 
noon, and invited all the people to 
hear it. This same liberal belongs to 
the K. of P. Society and perhaps the 
order of Elks, he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the country club where golf is 
played Sunday by the ride of a street 
car line on which double service is used 
for that day\ 

It was my privilege to have a visit 
this week from a liberal, A. M. S., who 
has lately left the ministry and become 
In his lecture here, 



ing again 
In wl 



I tell then 



of his apostles died It would seem that 
OfcrM ami bis father Mr. God. were 
neither of them sati-fied with heaven 
and were going to rcmo.M heaven and 
earth both. What intelligence the two 
exhibited in making this world ..nd that 
gi.-.n MaaaM Ol heaven. KBd then dc 



while explaining 
well educated, and 
will do us credit. 



I tell the inlidols they should assist is considered much above the average 
us in removing the evil from the world, preacher in this locality. 1 expected to 
and they say "Erll cannot exist where bear a masterly oration, securely bo iud 

there is the power and the will to re- with a powerful chain of logic which jig a nonentity." Who ever saw a Bin- 
move it: that God lacks either the would be but vuin to attempt to bwak. cere Christian who had patience with 
power .r the will, and if the latter, all \vh,t an unutterable disappointment! I a non believer? 

to remove . v il ar. w..rk \ „ KjrP ineohesive and broken eulogy \\ i,s not Galilo imprison id 
i's will. could have been impossible. | f laring that the ennh tuir.s i 

nanner shall we answer it was as disgusting to the living as axis and that the sun stands still. Was st roy both and build fata 
i not do to treat them unjust to thf dead; as repugnant to ; not Bruno burned at the stake for tifclljrM remember when God made man he 
. attempt and ostracism; reason aB it it was contrary to lie same thing? Win not Columbu* called . was grieved clear to his little Mart ■ 
lg too strong. laws of nature. A few of the blund're a fool by all the church fathers for be poor thing. 

hey should have more re i s |,.,n attempt to disclose. | Having the earth was round? Yet have KoW there are a gn at number of pas- 

preachers, and they an The preacher said: "We now stand in no t all these proved true? Because this sages of scripture in the tVew TMtaBOM 
swer, "According to the records there th e presence of death, that death which was contrary to the Bible they, like our showing that Christ's apostles and fol- 

are more preachers in the prisons of j H caused by disease and all disetse little preachers couid have no "patience." lowers were then looking for bis I nd 

the United Mates than any other class ani \ death are the results of sin; I*- j "Get right with God," seemed to be the coming and the end of this world. But 
according to la ir numbers." caiUM through the transgression of burden of his theme, yet he failed to I will only refer to a few of the most 

Knowing .o be true, what can we Adam sin and death first entered this ma ke the way plain. I wondered if we demonstrative In Matt 24th ch. 14th 
say? world." must murder little children of pe°P le V( , rsej Christ said, and this gospel of the 

I tell them to pray to God to have This whole statement is contrary to who disagree with ue as Moses did and kingdom shall be preache! in al? the 

world, for a witness unto all nations, 
the end come. Now 



■ ™ r m —i "~ — ».>""■ nitti^rmmi is will.!.; w wno disagree Willi us n — ■ 

ercy on them, and they say "If God both science and Bible from start to to ravish their pretty daughters, 
unchangeable, they might as well flnj.h. Science says man did not appe.ri I wondered if we should have lovely t 



4 Good Route 

to Try . 

<^aaaaa^MMeaJ^ 

)U!MaKi 

It traverses a territory rich In 
ss; • territory 
Itleo for 



agriculture, horticulture, Hock rait- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not least. It Is 

The Scenic Route 
lor Tourists. 

The Frisco System now offers the 
traveling public excellent service and 
fast time- 
Between St. Louis and Kansas 
City and points in Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri- 
tory, Texas and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and polnta 
lu Tennesses, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texas 
and the West 






-hum- days since and he offered to give 
me money to send you. I told him I 



2. Condense what you have to Bay, 
ho as to make not more thnn 300 words. 

3. Always sign your name M anony- 
mous communications will not be pub- 
lished. The Hlade must know with 
whom it is dealing. If you wish to use 
a name other thnn your own for busi- 
ness reasons, give your own name pri- 
vately to the editor. It will be care- 
fully guarded. 

4. If your letter is not published, 
don't write and complain about it. 
There are hundreds of others. The pub- 
lication of letters will be given in the 
order of bcin_' I mtw i and in accord- 
ance with their literary or husiness 



Albert Johnson— You are requested to 
write to Routt, Ky.. by a friend. A 
letter was sent, but is not published be- 
cause unsigned. 

Lou Lawrence— Clad you call our at- 
tention to mistake. We know Dr. 
Bowles too well and know his feelings 
for all Freethinkers. 

Socialist — Your communication mail- 
ed at Hartfort City, Ind., is not used 
for failure to comply with the rule re- 
quiring signature. \Yc have no com- 
plaint to make against Socialism, and 
it is not for that reason that we de- 
cline to use it. See instructions. 

Dr. E. B. Foote— We appreciate your 
generosity and feel that your opinion 
of the value of the Blade is highly 
complimentary. 

Jim Mills— Read our new business 
,.ead. 

J. M. Putnam-Thanks for kindly ex 
pressions . 

M. F. Rolens, M. D— The rule is $1.50 
lor single subscriptions, but $1 when 



ey. 1 sold the book within 10 
Mi Sodcrling is an honest man or you 
might have lost the book. In my let- 
ter to you I informed you that I had 

nl the two you sent me on the Morris 
Sachs subscription and sent the price 
of it with postage. One dollar and 
fifty cents to renew my subscription, 
I am in favor of the increase on the 
mltMripUoa and I desire to be among 
the first to send it. It is easier for me 
than to obtain a new subscriber. \ 

contacting opinions and for the , 
ent, I shall remain neutral. Iloweve 
any plausible plan is offered, I shall 
cheerfully support the same. 1 am in 
my 80th year, and in poor health. I 
will leave here in a few days, for a sec- 
ond fishing trip at the Virginia Creek 
Lakes, I should be pleased to have you 
ami Mrs. Hughes share with me in the 
enjoy incut . The Rome Book 



. $l.. r )0 or 



MKK. 



II. Men 



■ high 



J. W. Overstreet— Glad to hear from 
you again. The Rome Book awaits your 

T. L. Harris— The money goes on the 
subscription. 

O. W. Hammer— Thanks for good 
wishes. Would like to be with you. 

J. B. Casey— Such was Mr. Moore's 
dream. We would like to see it but the 
millenium is a long way off. 

John Rboads— Such is our intention as 
vou will see by this weeks' Blade. 



t WHAT OUR FRIENDS SAY 

From a Valued Friend. 

Jjirclniinnt Manor, N. Y.— My deur 
Mr. Hughes — I believe m\ subseription 
to the Blade expires on the first of 

October. 1 *■> v" ll;m ' ""' 

subscription to one dollar. I think you 
ought to have made the price two dol. 
lars. I therefore enclose two dollars to 
renew my subscription. Wishing suc- 
cess to the Blade, I am,-E. B. FOOTE. 



Increase Just The Thing 

Franklin. Pa.-J. F 
book, "A Trip to Rome." by Dr. Wilson 
received, and as far as 1 have read, 1 
think it a dandy. The Doctor makes 

the same things he descrilws. So en- 
closed find stamps for postage on book. 
Now Mr. Hughes. I think I sent $1.00 
to some one for the Doctor's expenses, 
but if my name does not appear on any 
of the lists, please let me know, so 
that I can send you the price. 

Well now as so many friends of the 
Idadc are having something to say 
about raising the price of the Blade, I 
think it just the thing to do, and after 
due notice, cut out all who arc little 
enough to take the Blade and not pay 
for It. 

I believe that if all readers of the 
Blade who ha\e been pulled out of the 
black hole of superstition by its teach- 
ings would take time to consider that 
only for such teaching, they would like- 
ly be paying from ten to twenty dollars 

third church, besides having a free-will 
basket chucked under their nose every - 
time they went to hear a sky-pilot 
spout about a lot of old superstitious 
tomfoolery, which they had heard 
main limes, the Blade wouldn't need to 
go begging. So I say cut out all that 
will not pay, and put the price up to 
$1.50 and if you don't have so many 
subscriliers, you will have less labor and 
expense.— JNO. RHOADS. 

An Eighty Year Old Worker. 
Bodie, California— Find Money Order 
for $3.00, $1.60 for a Rome 
book, yon sent to my friend. 



Rather Peculiar View. 

Kenton, Ky.— Dear James according 
te the lllue Grass Blade, you tell me if 
1 unit until October 1, 1008. I'm 
against it for $1.50 for a copy of paper 
for ensuing year. Well fortunately my 
time for the Blade seems to expire i 
time this month, so I'll venture another 
hundred pennies as I have three more 
days, should ihey fail to reach you be 
fnre October 1. 1906, please, when it 
doM reach you, hand it to Mrs. Hughes 
for the baby and scratch my name from 
the list of subscribers. My wife is sit- 
ting by me, at this moment reading 
"A Trip to Rome," and says she would 
like a clean one to lay on top of "Dog 
Fennel," which lies on top of the Bible, 
perhaps the two can hold it down. 
!u\e n iy notion about your rect 
change of Blade prices. If I've not fully 
expressed it in this. I may at some fu 
ture date. I suppose you'll find a check 
to pay for Blades for 1 year and a copy 
of "A Trip to Home. — T.L. HARRIS. 

Addressed to Ohio Liberals. 

Freethinkers Attention— Will Liberals 
in Belmont County, Ohio, and adjacent 
territory, who are in favor of a local or- 
ffanfattflrlj please write to me giving 
their views on the subject and stating 
what they will do to further such a 
imminent? Wi.. be glad if tfiose desh 
ing replies should enclose Btamps; but 
replies will be sent, stamp* or 

\ddreis < MISS) LOU LAWRENCE. 
P. O. ,bM|84. Bajhesville. Ohio. 

Two Copies of Rome Book. 

Shenandoah, Iowa.— Find enclosed 
Chicago exchange of two dollaTs and 

thirty OtBttj Mt «hieh send me two 
copies of Doctor Wilsons Trip to Rome. 

— J. a BROWN. 

Subscriber Talks Sense. 

Shive, TexaB, Dear Sir, as you have 
asked all subscribers to say if they 
are willing to pay the higher price sug- 
gested For the Ulade, I say not until you 
hue dropped every delinquent on your 
1 |c«, i heu 1 will pay the price, what- 



■ huge delinquent list has been a puz- 
zle to me since 1800, as that was the 
year of my first subscription to the 
Blade. I have paid in advance every 
year ihm. I am 75 years old.-^IM 
Mil l S 

To Be a Power For Good. 

Ouincv. Ohio.— Enclosed find P. O. 
Moat) order for two dollars for which 
plea-e te1 my subscription forward. Dr. 
Van Hubbel and 1 received the books al- 
right, will remit shortly. Hoping that 
the Blue Grass Blade will prosper and 
remain a power for good.-J. M. PUT- 
NAM, i 

From An Old Stand-by. 

Little Hickman. Ky.— Enclosed find 
m dallars. move my tab for Blade up 
e vear for $1 and the other $1 for a 



without a hell and then God just made 
up His mind to make it hot for some- 
body. Sampson must have had on as- 
bestos gloves when he tied those fire- 
brands to the three hundred foxes' tails, 
if they were the same specie that we 
have in this country, they would have 
chewed his flngerB off before he got a 
half dozen tied together. 

King David was a man after Gods 
own heart and he was a man after pret- 
ty women also, but he had to murder 
Uriah in order to get his wife, but then 
all he had to do was repent and he was 
all right for the happy hunting ground. 

Old Solomon I think was the wisest 
man of his day for the reason that he 
"who knoweth the spirit of man 
goeth upward and the spirit of the 
l^ast that goeth downward to the 
earth?" I believe this to be the wisest 
saying in the whole Bible. John the 
lator, I think, must have had an 
awful dose of delerium tremens when 
he wrote the Revelations. Those seven 
heads that he saw he might have knock- 
ed out of seven barrels of whisky in 
order to get the ten horns. 

I. .nah may have had bad luck fishing 
and got taken in out of the wet, but 
we might give him credit for the biggest 
fish story, and economy by living 
wind pudding nnd stomach bitters for 
three days. It seems strange to me that 
intelligent people will ignore the beau 
tiful facts of nature and persist in the 
belief of such unreasonable trash, but 
I suppose they are like old farmei 
Brown's bull, who made several attempts 
to butt heads with the locomotive ant! 
finally he tackled it. but was killei 
and iiis master patted him on the hear 
and said: 'Bully I glory in your spunk 
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BALLAD OF THE DYING THIEF 

(London Freethinker) 
Silently stood the Nurse, 

The Priest sat grim and lean, 
,nd a man that battled for breath to 
curse, 

Lay stretched on the bed between. 

The nir with rosemary 

Was sweet as a forest dell, 
But the chamber echoer with ribaldry. 

Like the noisome gates of hell. 

Repent? By God not I! 
Hit bastard-seek his sight? 
Nay! Hold me up til— til' -in to the 
Pit, 

For I sup with the Devil tonight." 

Repent? Is mine the fault? 
The son of a theif by I ■tap! 
If he builded me crooked and halt. 
Say, whose is the blame if I limp?" 

The \ T urse put wine to his lips. 

And the Priest held up his head. 
While he piayed to God that the Deal's 

grips 

Might I* loosed ere the man wa- dead 

"Pray for my soul. O Fool! 

But bury me under the sod. 
When He fashioned my soul He slip with 



"onquer! conquer!— do it stately, 
An.l be optimistical 



alwnys whining. 
Crossed in love? Pooh! cease repinil 
Soon you shall 
Vow 'tis comical. 
Then try again.. If still declining 
You are dismissed— well, radiant, shining 
Sun's rays pierce cloud's interlining, 
So lie optimistical. 

Bear in mind, the cheerful mood 
Most oft withstands the shook that's 
rude. 

If future shall 

Prove Fortune whimsical, 
Do not despair. With hopes imbued 
Drive out the fears that do intrade 
Like interlopers, nnd — and lie good 

And optimistical. 



But what h 



e to God? 



"Freethinkers, Awake!" 

Moscow, Idaho — in regard to advanc- 
ing the price of the Blade, I for one 
would be in favor of it and as my sub- 
scription expired this month, I cheer- 
fully renew at the proposed Increased 
rate, lloO, per year, in advance, but 
whether it will be advisable to advance 
the price of subscription from one to 
one and a half dollars per year, remains 



If I've rifled the rich man's till, 
And stolen my brother's wife, 

Is there not balance beyond the bill 
When I pay with these pains— and my 
life?" 

The iv y tapped the pane. 

The ghostly mists peered in, 
And the death damp studded ms face like 

An trickled down his chin. 

"I'd liever burn with my kind of old 



Liberals and I hope there are many, 
who would not object to the proposed 
increase of prices while there are others 
that might withdraw or fail to renew 
their subscription at the increased rate, 
when they would continue as subscribers 

s-v the I'.lade's subscript ion ( list increas- 
ed to fifty or one hundred thousand at 
$1.50 each. It has been my experience 
that many nominal liberals are so liberal 
and generous that they are willing to 
read the Blade and other Freethought 
literature at the expence of others, but 
will not contribute a dime for the sup 
port of their publication. At different 
times, ! have requested back numbers 
of the Blade sent me for missionary pur- 
poses and have distributed them among 
my neighbors whom I thought were sad- 
ly in need of such, as n eye-opener, such 
as Dr Wilson's answer to young lady, 
and others of similar importance, two ot 
which were consigned to be tire before 
lieing read. I will mention only two oth- 
ers that I gave papers to, with articles 
of equal importance, when I asked them 
how they liked the articles, they said. 

• They are alright." When I asked them 
if they would not like to subscribe for 
the paper they replied "oh my wife 
would not have it in the house." 

Four years ago. I undertook to secure ! 
a club and was successful in getting only- 
three and paid for the other two papers 
which I had sent to parties that I 
thought might he lienefitted by reading 
them and would then subscribe after 
getting rid of some of their superstition 

but they probably didn't read them 
much. By the use of Dr. Wilson's arti- 
cle "Freethinkers Awake." in Blade of 
April 8th, I have succeeded in getting 



And he spat on the wall and died. 

Silently knelt the Nurse. 

The Priest sat grim nnd lean, 
And the Thing that had battled for 
breath to curse, 
Lav still on the bed between. 

-The Crisis. 



Hf VEg MIND THE OLD TIMES 

(By FRANK L. STANTON) 
Sever mind the old times— 

They were bright an' sweet: 
Sunny skies above you — 

Violets at your feet; 
Hut the new times wear a imllin' face 

That's mighty good to meet, 
An' you'd better find the light that 
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Never mind the old times; 

They were great, I know; 
did friends that loved us— 

Friefadl that we loved so! 
But the new times sing the song of Hope 

Where sweeter roses grow, 
An' you'd better find the light that 
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Wil 



about sending book later, may come up. 
if not, order you to ship with goods, 
sickness kept me from attending the 
fair taat week, with best wishes to you 
and pio-perity to the Blade. — J. W. 
OYKRSTRF.ET. 



think I can get two or three more in a 
few days. I wpuld suggest the propriety 
of continuing the Blade at present rate 
until 1st of January 1007. may be in 
a more prosperous condition then, and 
retain the subscribers that might other- 
wise cease to be subscribers. Find in- 
closed money order for five dollars, one 
and half for my renewal and balance 
for new subscribers whose names and 
addresses are on inclosed list.-,!. B. 



THE CHILDREN 

(Hy THKODOSIA HARRISON) 
Mother of many children I — sprung of 

my heart and my brain— 
And MMM have been borne in gladness 

and some have been borne in pain. 
But one has gone singing from out my 

Never to come again. 

Content and Ease and Comfort — they 
abide with me day by day; 

They smooth my couch and place m\ 
chair as dutiful children may, 
And Success and Power, my strong 
limbed sons. 

Stand ever to clear my way, 



i be i 



I ehil 



the 



6 plac 



sub- 



lb of five that 
sent in about one year ago. I spoke to 
one or two about renewing, they spoke 
favorable, but nothing was done, but 
the paper is worth the dollar all right, 
so I will just send in and they can do 
the MUM.— M. F. ROLENS, M. D. 

Short and Sweet. 

Si ndn-diy, Ohio.— I see that my sub- 
scription to the Blade expires with the 
expiration of September.— D. A. KTNG. 

God Gets a Calling Down. 

Marsh Hill. Pa.— In my 58 years of 



I have often 
did not hang Cain 
r killing his brother Abe; but I sup 
m it was because God did not know 



OBJECTS i 
The Complete Separation of 
Church and State. 

BY WHICH WE DEMAND 
L Th« Taxation of Church Proptrty. 
2. The abrogation ot all laws favoring the ob- 




c.i re I u I children and wise; 
There was one and only one with a 
reckless dream in his eyes. 
He was the one with the wind o' the 
dawn, 

And kin to the wood and the skies. 

Faithful and fond are my children and 
they tend me well, in sooth. 

9WMM nid Content and Power, good 
proof is mine of their truth. 
But the name of him I lost was Joy, 

Yea, my first-born Joy of Couth. 

Well do my children guard me. jenlous of 

this their right ; 
Carefully, soberly, ever by davligbt and 
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But oh. for my prodigal Joy of Youth 
Somewhere out in the night! 

BE OPTIMISTICAL 

(By J. LAW REDMON) 
If Life's burden tires you greatly 
Sweel your chest, and obstinately 
Say. "I shall 
Persevere!" Be jovial. 

Don't be capt 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OF 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTH8. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 

Tha Church of Humanity loaches these great dlacovertea through It* 
organ. "The Truth About God." which :t publishes monthly, and Its school. 
"The Centra! Kansas Business Collet*," which teaches Stenography, Type- 
writing. Bookkeeping. Commercial Arithmetic. Penmanship, and Spelling, 
and "The Truth About Qod" In a general course of study giver by the te» 
porary International Instructor for the chi rch. 

The Church haa 100 LIFE MEMBERS It wtnts 900 more to formal!? 
organize and Incorporate. The Brat thousand members will be the rounder* 
snd organizers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish rescued from the Idolatry of worship- 
ing a dead man named Jesus an ' a myth named God. you should Join this 
Church and it v lll aid you In freeing them, and In saving your poaterlty 
i; Idolatera by teaching them The Truth About God. 
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Editorial 

( Continued lVoui page one. I 



be iully estimated until he is dead so the true merit 
or worthiness of a given eause cannoi be estimated 
until it reaehes some eonelusion or I 
that it stood for. A ImmIbAM Ml 1 
among the successful MM u.i.v. Uw 0) 



upt 



pie are a peculiar race. For centuries they have 
married tod propagated within themselves ,thus 

preserving, to a large extent) their racial charac- 
teristics and facial lineaments. It has been well 
said that a Jew is a Jew the world over, hence, we 
must Infer .that Jews in Kussia are very much like 
.lews in America. True, there may be some lit- 
iifferenee, earned bj a difference in conditions, 
gu^j -In--! as the v ears of slavery in Babylonia and Syria 
life m.i\ be Egypt made them semi-savages, so is it pos- 



LET US HAVE 

THE MOORE BOOK 

Approving Letter From Dr. Wilson on 



nuplishes all 



apparent 

apparent fail- 
The dogmas have 



e popular one year, eoinul 
gotten the next. Where Itt 
merit instead of favor, as it all 
telligence, judgment, honesty, 
my become the most assessor) 
Properly understood and Sp 
mentioned will be able to aecoui 
success of Christian dogmas am 
ure of the truths of Freethought 
been popularized. The truths neglected and almost 
spurned. Truthfully, a popular idea is an idea that 
the majority believe in and believe to be conducive 
to the general welfare of the country. An unpopu- 
lar idea is an idea rejected by the Majority, as de- 
manding little or no attention and ill calculated to 
really benefit anybody. Could a census be taken of 
the numbers on either side of this ciuestion of dog- 
matic theology the vast majority would be found 
really adverse to them, hence, instead of being real- 
ly popular they are unpopular, vet, aggressive, 
forceful and militant m the degree that its advo- 
cates believe in them and stand bj them. On the 
other hand, could some power, seen or unseen, instil 
into the minds of (freethinkers a consideration for 
their cause equal in intensity and ardor to that felt 
and experienced by Christians time is no question 
as to the great power lor good that Freethought 
would become in the land. The great trouble with 
our eause today is that it is hindered by the indif- 
ference of those who will nol think, the inaction of 
those who will not work, ami the selfishness of:™ 
those w ho do not care. 

It was once said that knowledge was power. In 
these days a different notion prevails Now knowl- 
edge counts lor naughl ami money becomes the 
great lever that sways nations aa it moves individu- 
als Bros Cupid has learned to tram his feathery 
darts at the Stomach instead of the heart. The 
church, originally established, as was supposed, for 
the Laleviation of human Buffering, has become a 
vast commercial institution and its sole god. its 
absorbing idea is money. Kissing old maid's 
auctions, oyster suppers, church affairs, are all com- 
mercial schemes designed to raise the hard cash 
which we arc told makes the world go "round. The 
preacher prays only for profit. The pocket of the 
poor is drained to keep an army of idlers in lux- 
ury and the worst of it thej usually Let what tiny- 
go after. The incredulity of the people is truly 
amazing in face of the startling revelations that 
are being made every day and so the game of grab 
is played on from day to day and, vue presume, it 
must be played out until the end. 

Freethought would have every man use ami em- 
ploy his every faculty to his own and to the world 's 
advantage. The indill eront can take a OireuitOUI 
route between two given points and yet reach his 
destination, but it is sometimes long and cumber- 
some . The straight line between those points is the 
best, the most economical and the most profitable 
in the end. In this may be found the real difference 
between theology and humanity, between God and 
and man. Never was there a truism spoken with 
greater and deeper meaning than that which says, 
God's ways are not man's ways, and for that we 
should be truly thankful. According to the teach- 



lmost for- rtbk that untold cruelties and torture in Russia 
i [lends upon have made them clannish, secretive and cautious, 
uld, then in- ' Jews in America are a lawabiding class Few of 
ndustry and eeono- them ever grace our penal institutions. Their wo- 
^ U1 l ilu > s men are among the most moral, as a class, iu Amer- 

rules above 1 '"'- v ■** Kberal, pro gr e ssiv e and tolerant of 



the rights of others. Given only half a chance they 
will prosper where others fail. They are frugal, 
industrious and laborious. They never shirk a 
duty ami they constitute the shrewdest and most 
BUOCeasful el our business men. Now the question, 
is, it these arc the characteristics of the Jew in 
America, w hy not in Russia, unless association with 
the ignorant and superstitious .Muscovite makes 
them different I Of course when an excuse is needed 
one can easily be invented and the emissaries of 
the Czar did not fail in this. 

The change has frequently ben made .that the 
Jews in Kussia during the practice of their religious 
rites and ceremonies have offered white children 



Ohio, Oct. 1, 1900 
Editor of the Blade: 

Test proposition to publish a book 
containing the writings of Mr. Moore 
meets with my hearty commendation. 1 
It is just the thing that ought to be 
done. I spoke to Mr .Moore several 
times about this, telling him that he 
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should 
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ing. One glance at the religious customs of the 
Bod orthodox Jew is enough to utterly rout such a 
contention. The Jews do not use blood in their re- 
ligious sacrifices, save at the Feast of the Passover 
whi D the blood of an animal is used to commemor- 
ate their deliverance from Egyptian bondage. Only 
in a tew isolate 1 congregations is this rite practiced 
if it is practiced today. There is nothing in the 
Jewish articles of faith that call for or demand 
of human blood and this is one of 
by the Jew still refuses to accept the 
death of Christ as an atonement for sin. 

It is recorded that of the arrests made in Russia 
during the recent Terrorists uprising, full fifty per 
cent of the prisoners, were Jews, which is an indi- 
cation that the Russian authorities are using the re- 
vnii us | pretext for Inflicting punishment upon the 
Jews. When we consider further fifteen hangings 
are to take place in St. Petersburg during this week 



his best thoughts, free of all the lig 
talk St indulged in so much, under bo. 

Mr. Moon- was a great theologiat 
There was none his equal that 1 kno 
BallM it be Shaw of the Searchlight. 
He was greater as a wit. In fact, di- 
VSStcd ol his wit, Mr. Moore could never 
have commanded very lasting attention 
among Liberals. He could never discuss 
a question witnout starting oft" on him- 
self. No matter how serious the topic 
he had to blend it with a lot of stuff 



the S 



i lot 



of fol-de-vol. 

It was his wit, and his wit alone, 
rkloll had the effect of holding his 



id the foi 



■ Of i 



that 



.alisinga 



In like manner, the wit and pathos of 
Bruno sustains his rambling rhyme. 

In my talks to Mr. Moore about this, 
he seemed to be indifferent, and said 
that his book, "Rational Review," re- 



This proposed book should lie care- : 
fully edited, as I have no doubt it will 
tve. and I would suggest the following: 
In addition to his philosophic writings 
which should come first, there should be 
added a compartment all to itself of 
his witty sayings, with anecdotes. This 
would be after the style of some of the 
1 looks on Lincoln. 

Since Mr. Moore's greatest genius. I 



J Russia changes its course the civil- 
ized nations of the earth should deny them recogni- 
tion at home and abroad. Devout believers in him 
who is reported to have said, "Suffer little children 
to come unto me, and harm them not," they make 
,.l the Jewish children a whip with which to lash 
their parents into political slavery. Such is the 
consistency of Christian worshipers the world over. 

Among the rather brilliant ideas that seem to 
leaven all western life, must certainly be* counted 
that one which seeks to bring into closer relation- 
ship, the plow and the public library. Instead of 
furthering the old attempt to make the farmer 
read Pilgrim's Progress and Fox's Book of Mar- 
tyrs, an idea has been turned loose in Wisconsin, to 
Let him have what he desires to read ami hs* the 
taste to appreciate and enjoy. This is another 
break from orthodoxy. 



i like Mr. Moo 



thus represented. 

Two-hundred pages would not be suf- 
ficient as so much of the good would 
have to be left out. It will require at 
least 250 to 300 pages. You might 
put several hundred in better binding, 
and those who may want it could pay 



ings of theology God takes the tortuous route, man 
the shortest; and man is thereby enabled to reach 
the point striven for the easiest and quickest. 

In the freedom of the human intellect are to be 
round the world's greatest joys and blessings tor 
these are the foundations of liberty. Our cause 
stands for freedom of mind and thought. It has 
no sinister bribes to cajole, nor torments to 
threaten. It wants none. It asks none. The ques- 
tion of duty is left between the individual and his 



political and economic system 



check. If we have ultra-c 



cry < 



need ultra-radicals 



to he, p the ear of progress out 
•e we have the latter we need 



the former to prevent 
experimentalism that w 
radisals, however, have 
mies of civilization. 



rushing pell mell into 
mid lead to disaster. The 
ever furnished the dyns> 
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bought 



of 



guns upon the heavy artilliyy of hea 



conscience ard there can be no sweeter joys, no host* Nol lung can be gained by wrangling about 

greater rewards or more welcome blessings than trifles. Whal will it matter one hundred years 

the consciousness of a humtfta duty done, a human )r( , MI 

now I Who will know the particular crease in 

work achieved. Such joys, once experienced, will ., |Pil j,. ,,f trousers or the frills upon a dress? We 

tint with rainbow colors the mists of death more ghould be more careful concerning what we put 

surely than any expected glories from that mystic j„ to <mr heads instead of what we cover them with, 

land of Christian dreams. . Thought and action are the great necessities of hu- 

* * * * # man life. It were greater glory to have lost at 

LIBERTY IS NOT FOR JEWS. Thermopylae than to have won on fairer field*. Lu- 

The Emperor Nicholas has decreed that there eiferV biasing banner may cover an imperishable 

shall be no relief in his empire for the Jews and erown. Who knowst^ 
another serious blow has been aimed at the liberty 

of the person. His brutal soldiery are still to be There are noteworthy instances at hand to iu.li- 

permitted to play the game of murder upon an in- eate that the thought lore of the American nation 

dustrious and inoffensive people because they are baa been seriously arrested. I he average lui-mess 

not, and will not become, of his religious faith. man has so little time for reading and as ■ natural 

For several weeks past the Czar and his official consequence be docs but I small amount of real 

advisers have had under consideration the ques- thinking. He may crave knowledge, but he wants 

tion 'of' granting some sort of amelioration of the it in condensed form. He wants it prepared for 

v there is nothing national in art or htera- 



for the Blade lately, owing to being 
busy with practice-ami delivery of the 
Rome Book. The Rome book delayed 
the publication of my Book of Poems 
this year, and now I am giving my 
spare time which isn't very much in 
that direction. This will take up so 
much of my time this coming year, that 
I will hare to give up most of my Free- 
thought work. I am going to talk up 
photography and learn it, in order to 
go to the country for illustrations for 
my book. 

slice in.i ny Ol my poems are along 
Kivct bought lines, 1 will ill tSSt still 

be in the harness. At the same time 
I will not lose interest in the Blade, 
and will look for every copy eager»y. It 
is now better than it ever was. Its edi- 
tor is equal to the whole former push. 
It certainly ought to increase rapidly 
even though the price is put up. I would 
rather have had it stand at $1.00, but 
if at $1.50. will stop tie b*SJSSJ for- 
ever, and if it will insure the life of the 
paper, then the change is a good one, 
Md no one should complain. Compara- 
tively it is cheap as it i-. Many takf 
our magazines and pay *1.00 for 12 is 
sues. They will get 62 issues of the 
Blade for $1.60 or 3 cents each, while the 
magazines cost 8. 

I see the Blade is attracting waftf new 
contributors— good ones too— and thi- Is 
me, indicates a coming life, and an 
awakening interest, and augurs well for 
the BasSS. Nothing adds so much to the^ 
interest of the paper as I variety of 
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THE WAGE SLAVE 



. (By JOHN BYKBfl 



It was a frequent remark of Robert Burns that he c 
conceive of no condition so mortifying as that of a st: 
man hunting and begging for work. 

If there's ought in life I fain would shirk. 
'Twould tie to lieg and grovel for work; 
Tramp from shop to shop and Btore to store. 



- lin 



Ami some with the shame they cannot hide. 
That they must beg some master to give 
Them, the poor bare privilege to live; 
He subject in his command and rule. 
Of his machine lie a part and tool; 
ISondagcd in body, debased in mind 
To the lowest level of human -kind ; 
Of all the riches which Nature ga\e. 
Ptm H S O f ol HSBglrt S poor Wage Slave; 



beg f 



And ye in sweat-shop and garret dim. 
Whose cup of sorrow overflows the rim; 
And ye dragged down to poverty's brink, 
By the woe of want and the curse of drink; 
And ye who stitch mid iqaaJor and dirt 
Maintaining life at three pence a shirt — 



Till but the longing for death remains; 
And you, ye maidens, modest and meek. 
With flush of childhood still iu your cheek. 
Drudging in factory, drudging in store. 
Your mother's sad li\c« repeating o'er. — 
Wife of a Wage Slave— widow and lemb, 



•die and 11 



Humbled, despairing, naught else iri view. 
Oh. life-wearied women! I pity you. 

Rail I to the poel whose heart-strings were torn 
At sight of men who were made to mourn; 



by lepil decree, 
sop of chanty: 
. l_j fr, | _ _ Ih^^fldgMfcjihe woes of huin«n lives. 
V7> ^*^ Sj ^sJP»S^Hplren and fa-c.Mi.-d 

On widowaTBLed to stitch and to scrub. 
;; Tub and ntcdfc and needle and tub,— 

ind driving to street. 
Weal pure and sweet . 



e and poverty flow, — 
men of courage! Oh, men of hpart ! 
e in your man hood and do your part: 
the powers that blight 1* overthrown; 
. ach Wage Slave come unto his own; 
each to earth's bounties be ei|iial heir; 
each to her product have rightful share: 
each shall be given all that he earns, 
I hearts beat just like the great heart of Burns. 




ns, let's hai 
a for 5 copies. 

J. B. WILSON. 



Muat Have The Blade. 

Tituiville, Pa— Enclosed please find 
$1.00 for which move the tag on my 
lilade up one year, am sorry that I have 
not a lot more names to send at this 
time, i can't do without the Blade, 1 am 
in my 70th year and have been I Free- 
thinker and am an Agnostic ever since 
1 was eight year- old. 1 think that I 
have done some little good, I have been 
oi agent for the Blade for a long time. 
Some ."> or 6 years age I paid for the 
Blade and had it sent to the ablest 
Methodist preacher in our parts (S. K. 
Win-in. since then he has been taking 
the Blade the only way that they can 

|,ie' and I he boys get some whisky 
and bid the pies up to .*3.00,or $4.00 each. 
tBSS beg the rest of his salary of $000. 



-In. 



• M. 



lot of the Jewish residents in liussin by granting ' ] 



tare, these belonging to the world, the purveyor of 
thought and opinion strives to put his wares in ac- 
eeptable shape to the multitude, to ph 



than inform, to amuse rather 



them more educational facilities and lessening the 
restrictions that now provern their residence in va- 
rious parts of the empire. It is now stated that a 
negative decision has been reached and that for 
the present there will be no extension of civil rights ^is will readily account lor in 
to the Jew simply because he is a Jew and for no advanced thought OB this emit 
other reason. For such a decision the excuse is 
given that that in the opinion of official Russ 



do for one m 
hi- BSSSfOsM Ml 



mis 



■ thi- v 



Abolish 



bell i 



id the 



Jewish youths must show a more law-abiding sp 

before an extension of civil liberty can be granted be --'one. for he would nave net-Ding to san 
to there, and upon such flimsy pretext an entire and take up a collection fordoing it Al. 
people must be kept in subjection and almost ser- and the preacher would have difficulty in 



vitude. 

Our readers will doubtless infer that W 
never been in Russia and what is more, wt 
intend to go there unless we be aaeompan 
a body of American troops as a guarantee 
personal safety. For this reason we In v. i 
sonal acquaintance with the Jewish child 
Russia and know absolutely nothing concerning 



their character and tendency. But the Jewish peo- is gone forever. 



the people to dodge infidelity or Freethi 
Abolish hell and the whole plan of the redt 
through the blood of Christ is upset, 
would be nothing from which man had oi 
b« redeemed. Out of hell and the fire that ra< 
and torture! h the preacher derives his 
strength. It is really the one rock upon w 
church has been built. Remove it and thi 




kept up. and as I can find time I will 
fall back into line. 1 was looking 
through my pllt of old liladcs the other 
day, and I am sure that 1 haw written 
enough for that paper to make SO BoSM 
books. It seemed to me that I had 



1 ink. 



However, there seemed to me that 
there was enough of the good to make 
aa ia proposed of Mr. 

wouldn't want a 
monument to my memory than 
gleanings, T could make from my 
md T am sure if Mr. Moore 
speak, he would say the same. 

iterial for a great book, 
no other way could we go great - 
If the memory of not only a great 
our good and dear old 



B. anilofclT wont give Mm any work In- 
got too liberal and Ml wi-hing JTOS 
health, wealth and prosperity in short 
may every blessing that tends to make 
lifa happy be yours.— .1. H. ALCORN. 

- I wish I was a young man. I 
would expect then to see a better reli 
gion preached and practiced before m,\ 
time would DOOM to HOM the divide. — I 



Wants to Make Amends. 



we have I n laboring. I haw omitted to 

pay my last ycais' ,-uli- ript ion tfl lh< 

Hade As you have I n so indulgent 

and as I wish to make amends in a 
pro|»T way as far a- p.,--ible. I here 
with hand you a draft mi \Yw Y.«k 1st 
$2. for which shove up mi subscription 
August 1!III7, and mark same paid and 
ill will greatly oblige I raSSilSS reader 
your valuable public,,,,,,. Thanking 
favors, I am. — A. H. 



UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 



'MARRIAGE 
ANO DIVORCE' 

■Y 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

OF 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Ail order* promptly filled. 
Pi ice, 1 copy 26c. 
I coplea for $1.00. 



THE BEST LINEj 

TO 



I MEUT.Y. 




